
Advent 4                                    December 20, 2020               
A Service of  the Word 
based on the Common Service Book, p.9 

✚  Preservice Music  ✚  Lighting of  the Candles  ✚  Meditation  ✚ 
Preservice Devotion: Psalm 24  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INVOCATION 
In the Name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 
Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God, our Father, asking Him in the name of  our Lord Jesus 
Christ to grant us forgiveness.   

Our help is in the name of  the Lord.  
Who made heaven and earth 

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 
And Thou forgavest the iniquity of  my sin.    

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto Thee that 

we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against Thee by 
thought, word, and deed.  Therefore we flee for refuge to Thine infinite mercy, 

seeking and imploring Thy grace for the sake of  our Lord Jesus Christ. 
O most merciful God, who hast given Thine only-begotten Son to 

die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us 
remission of  all our sins; and by Thy Holy Spirit increase in us 
true knowledge of  Thee and of  Thy will, and true obedience to 

Thy Word, to the end that by Thy grace we may come to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His 
only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who 
believe on His name He gives power to become the sons of  God and has 

promised them His Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.   
Grant this, Lord, unto us all.  Amen.  Mk 16:16; Jn 1:12 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us.   Amen. 
Glory be to God on high! 
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The Lord be with you.        	                  Luke 1:28 

And also with you. 

Let us pray… 
Amen. 

READINGS 
Daniel 1:1-7 The setting of  the book of  Daniel 

7:1,9-14 The vision of  Daniel about God’s kingdom 
12:1-4 The final word to Daniel about the end game. 

Matthew 24:29-31, 26:62-64 
The Son of  Man comes on the clouds of  heaven 

RESPONSE 
Blessed are they who hear the Word of  God and keep it! 

Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord! 
Blessed is the coming kingdom of  our father David! 

Hosanna in the highest! 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God the Father almighty,  

maker of  heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of  the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  
The third day He rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of  God  

the Father almighty.   
From there He will come to judge 

the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of  saints,  

the forgiveness of  sins,  
the resurrection of  the body,  

and the life everlasting.  Amen 
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SERMON 

An Old Testament Sermon Series: “The Heart of the Story”

Daniel and the Exile: 
The Hope of the Kingdom

(Conclusion of the Series)

The peace of  God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.  Amen. 	   Philippians 4:7 

(Remain Standing for the Presentation of  the Offering) 

PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING 

♫     My hosannas and my palms 
Graciously receive, I pray Thee; 

Evermore, as best I can, 
Savior, I will homage pay Thee, 

And in faith I will embrace, 
Lord, Thy merit through Thy grace. 

– TLH 55 

PRAYERS  

BENEDICTION 

CLOSING HYMN 
“Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”  

(LSB 352) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   

☩  CLOSING DOXOLOGY  ☩ 
The following were reprinted by permission under One License.net license # A-726277: 
Hymns: Type: Words and Music; (c) 1974 Hope Publishing Company Tune: (c) 1974 Hope Publishing Company.  Type: Words and Music; First Line: For All the Saints 
Contributors: William How, Ralph Vaughan Williams Tune: SINE NOMINE by Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) from The English Hymnal. Reproduced by permission of  
Oxford University Press. All rights reserved 
Liturgy: “We Praise You and Acknowledge You” - Contributors: Stephen P. Starke, Text: © 1999, Concordia/Starke 
Liturgical settings from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. CPH Liturgy License #000014172. Used by permission. 
Other permissions:  Remaining texts and tunes are in public domain.  Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations taken from the New King James Version ©1982 Thomas 
Nelson. Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

– !  –7



– !  –8


